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to cost $125,000; a Federal building was
built in 1892 and has since been enlarged; a
court house cost $150,000, and a new high
school cost $100,000. The Athletic Park is
the city's playground. Near the town is the
state institution for feeble-minded youth.
The place was settled in 1857 and became a
city in 1873. The commission form of gov-
ernment was adopted in 1912. Population,
1920, 9,664; in 1930, 10,297, a gain of 6.5
per cent.
BEATRICE PORTINARI, portenatire,
(1266-1290), the poetical idol of Dante, the
daughter of a wealthy citizen of Florence and
wife of Simone dei Bardi. She was but nine
years of age when Dante met her first at the
house of her father. He saw her only once
or twice throughout his life, and she probably
knew little of him. The story of his love is
recounted in the Vita Nuova ("New Life"),
and she has an important place in the Divine
Comedy.
BEATTY, Iee'tee3 david, earl (1871-
), a British naval officer who won honors
and renown during the World War. He en-
tered the navy at the age of thirteen, and by
1898 he attained the rank of commander. At
the outbreak of the World War he was com-
mander of the first battle cruiser squadron,
with the rank of rear-admiral. During the
first month of the war (August, 1914), he led
a British fleet into- the bight of Helgoland and
engaged a part of the German fleet, sinking
three German armored cruisers and two de-
stroyers. He was raised to the rank of vice-
admiral in 1915, and in May of the following
year carried off chief honors in the naval
Battle of Jutland. In December, 1916, he
succeeded Sir John Jellicoe as commander
in chief of the grant fleet. He was marzied
in 1901 to Miss Ethel Field, the oldest
daughter of Marshall Field of Chicago.
BEAUMAECHAIS, bo mahrshay', pierre
atjgustik cabok db (1732-1799), a French
wit and dramatist. His proficiency in music
was such that he was made music-master to
the daughters of Louis XV. He first dis*
tinguished himself by his Memoires, or
statements in connection with a lawsuit, which
by their wit, satire and liveliness entertained
all Prance. In 1775 appeared a comedy,
The Barber of Seville, and its success was
immediate and great. With its sequel, the
Marriage of Figaro, it has given Beaumar-
chais a permanent reputation as the most im-
portant dramatist of the eighteenth centary
 in France. Rossini's popular opera, The
Barber of Seville, is based on the comedy
of the French wit. Beaumarchais was in-
strumental in securing aid for the American
colonies from France, during the Revolu-
tionary War.
BEAUMONT, lo'mont, francis (1584-
1616), and PLETCH'ER, john (1579-1625),
two eminent English dramatic writers, con-
temporaries of Shakespeare, and the most
famous of literary partners. In all, the
works which bear their names number over
fifty, and it is impossible to discover just
what share each had in these productions.
Certain of the plays, however, as Philaster
and Maid's Tragedy, we know were largely
Beaumont's, while The Faithful Shepherdess
is mostly Fletcher's. Their dramas, which
in their day are said to have been preferred
to Shakespeare's, have little powerful char-
acter drawing, and are greatly marred by
coarseness. They are, however, extremely
clever and they contain some of the most
musical lyrics in the English language.
BEAUMONT, bo'mont, tex., a rapidly-
growing city in Jeflerson County, of which
it is the county seat. It is twenty-eight miles
from the Gulf of Mexico and eighty miles
northeast of Houston, on the Gulf, Colorado
& Santa Fe, the Gulf & Interstate, the Kan-
sas City Southern, the Texas <& New Orleans,
and the Beaumont, Sour Lake & Western
railroads. What has given the city great
advantage is its location on the Neches Biver,
The Sabine-Neches Canal connects with the
Gulf, and the deepening of this waterway,
at a cost of a million dollars, made Beau-
mont an ocean port,
The city has a vast lumbering* rice and
oil district tributary to it, and these three
industries are paramount However, ship
building has become very important. The
place was settled in 1828 and became & city
in 1890. Population, 1920, 40,442 } i* 1930,
57,732, a gain of 4B per cent.
gustavb tootano? (1818-1893), the Con-
federate officer who gave the command to
fire on Fort Sumter. He was born in New
Orleans, studied at Weet Point and left it
as artillery lieutenant in 1888* He served
in the Mexican War, but when hostilities
between the North and the South were im-
minent he joined the Confederates, giving
•up his position as superintendent of the
military aeademy at West Point*

